PERRY TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORg

Minutes, October 7, 2025 Reqular Meeting 5:00 p.m.

The regular meeting of the Derry Township Board of Supervisors was called to order in
the Municipal Building at 5321 Route 982, Derry, PA at 5:00 p.m. and the Pledge of
Allegiance was recited.

Motion was made by Donald Kepple and seconded by Steve Siko to adjourn the
previous meeting.
Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes

Members present were: James Prohaska, Donald Kepple and Steve Siko-Supervisors;
Samuel Dalfonso, Solicitor; Terry Giannini, Code Enforcement Officer; Donna Wano,
Secretary/Treasurer, Kristen Schmeling, Administrative Assistant

Announcements:
Halloween Trick or Treat, Friday, October 315t from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Leaf Collection: October 24 & 31, November 7 & 14 (no grass clippings or branches /
only paper bio-degradable bags that can be purchased at Shop ‘N Save, True Value,
Lowe’s, Home Depot & Tractor Supply.

Public Comments:

Dennis Newhouse (Newhouse Road) - Requesting the voting be tabled for the Weimer
Solar Farm until more information is available and the minutes are made public.
Submitted documents for review (attached).

Donald Hantz (Latrobe/Derry Road) — Asked about cleaning out creek behind his house
which is full of debris. A discussion was held.

Ashly Miller (Newhouse Road) — Requesting the voting be tabled for the Weimer Solar
Farm. Submitted a written formal request from her and her husband, Right to Know
request for previous meeting records, End-of-Life Solar Panels: Regulations and
Management Article and Pros/Cons of Solar Panels (attached).

Kyle Farneth (Newhouse Road) — Requesting to table this vote for the Weimer Solar
Farm until the minutes of the last meeting are posted. Submitted documents for review
from him and his wife (attached).

Charlie Whittaker (Newhouse Road) — Asked about next steps for the solar farm as far
as the township goes. Discussion about the permit / public hearing. Approval is on
agenda for consideration at this meeting. Hopes the supervisors take into consideration
the citizens of Derry Township before making decision.



Ashly Miller (Newhouse Road) — Had her well tested and the water is perfect but is
worried what will happen.

Kyle Farneth (Newhouse Road) — Asked if township did any research on solar farms
especially the polluting of the Loyalhanna Reservoir and wells. Just asking to table it
until next month and do some research.

Michelle Yacobucci (Newhouse Road) — Read a statement urging township to reject this
site location and submitted for review (attached).

Charlie Whittaker (Newhouse Road) — Concerned about water/soil samples and doesn’t
think the representative answered any questions/concerns about hazardous materials
and water runoff that could be toxic. Farm land being wasted to generate only 5
kilowatts of power annually. Discussion on electric grid was held.

Ashly Miller (Newhouse Road) — Found online that you lose energy whenever you
power solar panels. Feels current ordinances do not protect residents because this is
being allowed too close to her property. Discussion was held on the ordinance.

Dennis Newhouse (Newhouse Road) — Worried about the heat generated from the
panels causing possible brush fires and homes being so close and if local fire
department was made aware.

Joyce Whittaker: (Newhouse Road) — Asked if there was a list of pro/cons discussed for
a vote in this meeting? Discussion about decision being based on ordinance and permit
requirements.

Dennis Newhouse (Newhouse Road) — As a follow up, what type of research has
anyone in the township done. Discussion was held on land use and zoning.

Joyce Whittaker (Newhouse Road) — Asked what was actually being voted on and if
community concern was taken into consideration. Discussion was held on permit
requirements in accordance with ordinance which included the public hearing.

Ashly Miller: (Newhouse Road) — Asked about information from the last meeting being
made available to public. Discussion was held to clarify meeting minutes and public
hearing. An Appeal to the Court of Common Pleas can be made within 30 days.

Ashly Miller (Newhouse Road) — Asked about revising the Ordinance, including
community input.

Debbie Newhouse (Newhouse Road) — As far as the Sunshine Act, do you have studies
or test results, project documents, referenced by CVE that they could look at.
Discussion on Right to Know Requests was held.

Dennis Newhouse (Newhouse Road) — Notification for Public Hearing was inadequate.
Discussion was held on requirements for advertising/posting.



Motion was made by Steve Siko and seconded by Donald Kepple to have an executive
session to seek legal advice from our solicitor.
Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes

Discussion was held on the options with regards to the time line and the ordinance. If
decision not made within 45 days of public hearing, it is deemed approved.

Joyce Whittaker (Newhouse Road) — What does a positive yes mean — that they can
start construction? Discussion was held about plan being in accordance with the
ordinance, permit requirements and county regulations.

Ashly Miller (Newhouse Road) — There is precedence in other areas where there are
more regulations. Discussion was held that regulations are very limited without zoning.

Joyce Whittaker (Newhouse Road) — Asked about distance from solar panels to
residential homes in the ordinance and why that information wasn’t shared with the
public. Discussion was held that the distance is 100 feet.

Discussion was held about updating the ordinance.

Dennis Newhouse (Newhouse Road) — Brought up about the lead in the solar panels
and how that wouldn’t get in the drinking water and wells.

Mark Piantine: Wants to clarify that Foreign Fire money is not tax money, it comes from
state from insurance. The money is regulated by the Relief Association and audited by
the Attorney General. The money is used for testing of trucks, equipment, ladders,
hoses, breathing apparatus and rescue tools. ISO rating dropped from 6 to 5 for another
3 years which is better for homeowner’s insurance. Updates on grants received this
year, one for $20,000 for new thermo-imaging cameras and another for 15 sets of new
turn-out gear. Calls so far for this year: 413 calls, 4,303 of man hours and over 20 drills
with over 80 hours of drill time.

Al Magnone: Would like to hear Fire Department updates on a monthly basis. Asked
about updating burning ordinance due to a lot of questionable burning in Brenizer. A
discussion was held.

Craig Falk: Some of Derry Borough citizens would like the township to take over the
borough and asked what they would need to do. A discussion was held.

Andrew Miller: From MPL Law Firm representing CVE offered to answer any questions
the board may have to approve the application for the Weimer Solar Electric Energy
Facility Permit Application and on behalf of CVE would like to thank you for your
consideration and effort.

Anthony Unferdorfer: Asked about adding speed limit signs or blinking lights on
Richmond Street and Brinker Street due to speeding. A discussion was held.

Motion was made by Steve Siko and seconded by Donald Kepple to approve Minutes of
September 2, 2025.
Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes



Motion was made by Donald Kepple and seconded by Steve Siko to approve the payroll
of September 11 and 25, 2025 for payment.
Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes

Motion was made by Steve Siko and seconded by Donald Kepple to approve the bills of
September 10 and 24, 2025 for payment.
Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes

Motion was made by Donald Kepple and seconded by Steve Siko to approve
Treasurer’s Reports for August and September 2025.
Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes

Motion was made by Steve Siko and seconded by Donald Kepple to distribute
$84,408.44 in Foreign Fire Insurance Premium Tax money to the Derry Township
Volunteer Fire Department & Fire Relief Association.

Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes

Motion was made by Donald Kepple and seconded by Steve Siko to approve the Pay
Estimate #1 Final in the amount of $294,674.74 to Derry Construction for the Lincoln
Avenue Repaving Project.

Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes

Motion was made by Steve Siko and seconded by Donald Kepple to approve
Reimbursement Request #1 in the amount of $225,000.00 for the Lincoln Avenue
Repaving Project.

Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes

Motion was made by Donald Kepple and seconded by Steve Siko to approve the Pay
Estimate #1 in the amount of $38,512.50 to JBL Contracting for the Panizzi Road
Culvert Replacement Project.

Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes

Motion was made by Steve Siko and seconded by Donald Kepple to approve
Reimbursement Request #1 in the amount of $38,512.50 for the Panizzi Road Culvert
Replacement Project.

Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes

Motion was made by Donald Kepple and seconded by Steve Siko to award bid to
M.O’Herron Company in the amount of $144,930.00 for the South Valley Street
Waterline Replacement Project.

Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes

Motion was made by Steve Siko and seconded by Donald Kepple to approve extending
the Agreement with Derry Stone and Lime Company to use closed portion of T671 —
Ankney Road from its intersection with Pizza Barn Road in an easterly direction for .6
miles for an additional 1 year, pursuant to Section 2308 of the Second-Class Township
Code, 53 P.S. §67308.

Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes



Motion was made by Donald Kepple and seconded by Steve Siko to ratify approval of
the Purdue/Sackler Opioid Settlement Participation Agreement and the Secondary
Manufacturers Opioid Settlement Agreement retroactive to September 25, 2025.

Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes

Motion was made by Steve Siko and seconded by Donald Kepple to authorize Solicitor
to engage in discussions concerning Latrobe Municipal Authority Sewage Treatment
Plant Consent Order & Agreement.

Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes

Motion was made by Donald Kepple and seconded by Steve Siko to approve the
Jeannette Geary Subdivision on Geary Way which has been approved by the
Westmoreland County Department of Planning.

Approval of this plan does not constitute acceptance of the streets as
dedicated and laid out on said plan until they are developed to the
Township’s specifications at which time formal written notice of
acceptance of dedication will be delivered by the Derry Township Board of
Supervisors to the developer.

Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes

Motion was made by Steve Siko and seconded by Donald Kepple to approve the Trout
Run Woods Partnership Subdivision which has been approved by the Westmoreland
County Department of Planning.

Approval of this plan does not constitute acceptance of the streets as
dedicated and laid out on said plan until they are developed to the
Township’s specifications at which time formal written notice of
acceptance of dedication will be delivered by the Derry Township Board of
Supervisors to the developer.

Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes

Motion was made by Donald Kepple and seconded by Steve Siko to approve the
Heidelberg Materials Northwest, LLC Side-Lot Addition which has been approved by the
Westmoreland County Department of Planning.

Approval of this plan does not constitute acceptance of the streets as
dedicated and laid out on said plan until they are developed to the
Township’s specifications at which time formal written notice of
acceptance of dedication will be delivered by the Derry Township Board of
Supervisors to the developer.

Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes



Motion was made by Steve Siko and seconded by Donald Kepple to approve the
Redwood Manor Event Center Land Development Plan which has been approved by
the Westmoreland County Department of Planning.

Approval of this plan does not constitute acceptance of the streets as
dedicated and laid out on said plan until they are developed to the
Township’s specifications at which time formal written notice of
acceptance of dedication will be delivered by the Derry Township Board of
Supervisors to the developer.

Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes

Motion was made by Steve Siko and seconded by Donald Kepple to approve the Solar
Electric Energy Facility Permit Application submitted by CVE US PA New Alexandria
LLC for 181 Newhouse Road subject to the execution of a Developers Agreement,
execution of Stormwater Management Agreement, posting of applicable bonds, and
receipt of all required permits.

Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes

Motion was made by Donald Kepple and seconded by Steve Siko to recess until
Wednesday, November 5, 2025 at 5 p.m.
Voting: Donald Kepple-yes, Steve Siko-yes, and James Prohaska-yes



